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Looking Back, Looking Around, and Looking Ahead
My alma mater, City College, has as its motto: Respice, Adspice, Prospice. Trans-

lated from the Latin, it means what the title says. This is a time for heshbon hanefesh
(a spiritual accounting) that always takes place before the High Holy Days.

When I look back, I see fifty years since my s’michah (ordination) in June of
1955. WWII was only ten years behind. The Holocaust set the stage for the birth of
the State of Israel, then just seven years old. I was ready for a pulpit, with my
sheepskin in hand, but I was obligated to serve in the U.S. Army as a chaplain
because I had been draft-deferred during the Korean War. Truth to tell, although I
was already a father my life experiences were very limited. What does any young
rabbi know about the intricacies of human life, the wonders of creation, and the
pitfalls of being in a position of public scrutiny? And the first years of marriage are
sometimes a period of struggle and uncertainty. I recall being present at the birth of
three synagogues, preaching in French to war survivors, and delivering Christmas
baskets to the families of poor GIs.

But the years roll on like Ol’ Man River. In all the phases of life, Gott tzu danken,
we have survived. Israel has grown, I have lived through a half century of pulpit
life, and our family has yielded its increase. What I see, rather than a withering
away of Judaism and Yiddishkeit often predicted by the nay-sayers, is an impres-
sive proliferation of periodicals, books, films, courses, and professionals devoted
to Jewish life. There are vast opportunities for participation, learning, and recre-
ation in the Jewish cultural sphere. In a recent Pew poll, Americans named Judaism
the most admired religion. The river may be a shallow one but it is still a mighty
stream, with e-technology providing much of the energy behind the flow.

Looking ahead is harder, but the growth of Jewish life in Europe and Africa and
South America leads one to hope that despite vicious anti-Semitism our people will
continue to contribute far beyond our numbers to the welfare of humanity. If we
have any mission, it is that.

Rabbi Harold Spivack

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK
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Friday, September 2
Candles ...........................................7:08 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, September 3

Services ..........................................9:30 am
Weekly Portion: RE’EH

Sabbath ends...................................8:13 pm

★★★

Friday, September 9
Candles ...........................................6:56 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, September 10

Services ..........................................9:30 am
Weekly Portion: SHOFTIM

Sabbath ends...................................8:01 pm

★★★

Friday, September 16
Candles ...........................................6:45 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, September 17

Services ..........................................9:30 am
Weekly Portion: KI TEZE

Cynthia Groopman will recite the Haftorah.
Kiddush hosted by Cynthia

& Dr. Jay Groopman
Sabbath ends.......................................7:50 pm

★★★

Friday, September 23
Candles ...........................................6:33 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, September 24

Services ..........................................9:30 am
Weekly Portion: KI TAVO

Sabbath ends...................................7:38 pm

Selichot Service
Saturday, September 24

A.C.I. Meeting................................7:30 pm
Collation .........................................8:00 pm
Services ..........................................9:00 pm

★★★

Friday, September 30
Candles ...........................................6:21 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, October 1

Services ..........................................9:30 am
Weekly Portion: NITZAVIM

Sabbath ends...................................7:26 pm

Schedule of Services

MAKE SATURDAY MORNING
CENTER MORNING

WORSHIP TOGETHER WITH
YOUR FAMILY

In Memoriam

We mourn the passing
of our Center member

FRANCES SKLAROFSKY
Heartfelt condolences to

her daughter & son-in-law
Ellen & Stuart Sherman,

grandchildren Lee & Allison,
and the entire Sherman, Sklarofsky,

Michaels, & Pack families.

May her memory be for a blessing.

For Your Immediate Attention
See pp. 4-5 for reservation forms for:

High Holy Days Tickets
New Year’s Greetings

Kol Nidre Appeal

 SPECIAL DATES IN SEPTEMBER

A.C.I. CAFÉ
Dates to be announced

Accordionist Art Bailey & his Orkestra
Popilar offer evenings of top-tapping
rhythm. $5 entrance; refreshments available.
Call the office or check website. An ACI
exclusive!

CYNTHIA GROOPMAN’S
HAFTORAH READING
Saturday, September 17

Cynthia marks the anniversary of
her bat mitzvah at a special shabbat service.
Cynthia and brother Jay will host the
kiddush, and look forward to greeting you
all.

TRIP TO MUSEUM
OF JEWISH HERITAGE

Sunday, September 18
See Special Events column, p. 3.

KLEZMER JAM SESSION
Wednesday, September 21, 7:30 pm

Margot Leverett, our resident
Klezmer virtuoso, brings her pals for
another evening of merry music.
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Our traditional fall opener will take
place on Saturday, September 24, at 7:30
pm. A collation will follow at 8:00 pm for
all synagogue members who’d like to join
us prior to our 9:00 Selichot service in the
sanctuary. It will be our pleasure to meet
and greet all members and congregants,
as we embark on a new year of special
activity.

Bill

Report from…

SPECIAL EVENTS
On one of the warmest nights of the sum-

mer, the Klezmer Jam was really hot.
Beyond expectation, we had ten great
musicians, featuring clarinets, brass,
percussion and piano. Let’s keep this
momentum to attract more and more
musicians—and, as a congregation, show
our appreciation—by attending and
applauding Margot & colleagues. Next
Jam: Wednesday, September 21, at 7:30.

Our long awaited Trip to the Museum
of Jewish Heritage will occur on Sunday,
September 18. Plan to be at the Center by
12:15 to board the bus and be at the Mu-
seum by 2:00. We are fortunate to have
Mrs. Eva Lewis as our docent. She is Can-
tor Lindenblatt’s cousin and a great-grand-
daughter of Aryeh Steinberger, creator of
the acclaimed Succah that we will see. Ad-
mission to the Museum for the guided tour
is $12 per person. It is crucial that you call
the office by Thursday, September 8, to re-
serve a place; cost of transportation to be
determined by number of attendees. Do not
miss this great opportunity to see one of
the fine Jewish museums of the city, and
to experience it with a personal touch.

Sydelle Diner

Hope you had a wonderful summer. The
first meeting of the season will be held on
September 13 at 1:00 pm.

Zelda

What Are Selichot?

Selichot are hymns and prayers asking for God’s clemency as we seek forgiveness for
our sins.

These penitential prayers comprise a large part of the services on the High Holy Days.
But in the spirit of this season Selichot have been assigned for each day beginning after
midnight on the Saturday night before Rosh Hashanah.

Among these hymns are some of the most exalted of Hebrew poems, written by illus-
trious poets, especially in the Middle Ages. Some reflect the sufferings of their age,
adding these as special arguments to support the plea for God’s forgiveness.

Laurels Lane
Congratulations to Jacob Groopman,

M.D., on being selected by the Consum-
ers’ Research Council of America, Wash-
ington, DC, for inclusion in their Guide to
America’s Top Physicians.

Congrats to Cynthia Groopman, awarded
the City Council Citation by Councilman
Peter Vallone, Jr., in recognition of her out-
standing professional volunteer work and
devotion to the community.

In Sympathy
Heartfelt condolences to:
Roberta Saltzman, on the passing of her

father Meyer Saltzman.
Boaz & Nomi Gilad, on the passing of

uncle & brother Chanan Shiloh.
Ira Greenberg, on the passing of his

father Bernard Greenberg.
May their memories be for a blessing.

FAMILY NEWS

Help us initiate the High Holy Days season at our annual Selichot collation, on Saturday,
September 24, at 8:00 pm, followed by the Selichot Service at 9:00 pm, with the Rabbi, the
Cantor, and the Center Choir. The A.C.I. Social Club meets at 7:30 pm.

LADIES GUILD
Zelda Hampton, President

A.C.I. SOCIAL CLUB
William Melnick, President
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High Holy Days

Please complete and return these forms now.
Note that sale of tickets will begin on September 6 and continue during office hours:

Monday thru Friday: 9:00-2:00 pm
It is suggested that you call before stopping in.

RESERVATION FOR HIGH HOLY DAY TICKETS — 2005 • 5766
Rosh Hashanah: October 4-5 Yom Kippur: October 13

The rules of the Synagogue require that a member be in good standing with all obliga-
tions paid before any seats be assigned. If you have not mailed in your dues, please do so
as soon as possible.

❒ I desire the same tickets as last year
❒ I desire ____ tickets ❒ Enclosed is my check for $ _____

MEMBERS ONLY: All seats - $100 per person

NON-MEMBERS: All seats - $150 per person

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________ Zip Code_____________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ROSH HASHANAH GREETING ISSUE —OCTOBER 2005
Bulletin of the Astoria Center of Israel

Please publish Holiday Greetings in your Rosh Hashanah issue from:

(Mr. & Mrs. / Miss / Ms.)

______________________________________________________________________
 and Family (cross out if not desired)

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

Please check size of ad: ❒ $6 ❒ $10

❒ Enclosed is my check for $ _______________

FIRM DEADLINE FOR GREETINGS: SEPTEMBER 7
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PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO
KOL NIDRE APPEAL 2005

In recognition of the important work that our congregation is doing to maintain and
further Judaism, I hereby contribute the sum indicated below in order to do my share in
supporting our religious, educational and youth programs.

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

Please check amount of your donation

❒ $5 ❒ $10 ❒ $15 ❒ $18 ❒ $25 ❒ $36

❒ $50 ❒ $100 ❒ $200 ❒ $300 ❒ $500 ❒ $1000

THE ASTORIA CENTER OF ISRAEL NEEDS YOUR HELP TO STAY ALIVE

I hereby pledge (in addition to my Kol Nidre Appeal) $ _________

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

(Make checks payable to the Astoria Center of Israel)

(This contribution is income-tax deductible)

There’s something exciting
about a new season.

So PAY YOUR DUES—
what better reason?

POEM OF THE MONTH

Words from the Wise
PLEASE NOTE

All materials for the October
Bulletin must be in the office, typed
double-spaced, by Wednesday, Sep-
tember 7, in order to be on time for the
High Holy Days. Thanks for your
cooperation.

Elaine

[Note: The Book of Remembrance has been discontinued
due to lack of sufficient response.]

NEW
MEMBERS
WELCOME

Have You Considered…

sponsoring a Saturday kiddush or, when
Friday services resume, a Friday night
oneg shabbat? This is a meaningful way
of sharing with your congregational fam-
ily a joyous event or celebrating a spe-
cial person in your life. Call the Center
office at 718-278-2680 for all details.
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OUR  CENTER  FUNDS
We are grateful to our friends for their

contributions to our...

CENTER FUND
Martha Michaels-In honor of window dedi-

cation for Jeanne & Alex Siegel; thanks for many
birthday wishes; Yom h’Shoah yiskor for the six
million; in memory of Leonard Segal, Sam
Goldstein, Meyer Saltzman; Shavout yiskor for
loved ones; get well wishes to Rita Goldberg &
Zelda Hampton; yahrzeit for sister Dina Pack;
in memory of sister-in-law Frances Sklarofsky.

Louise Samuels-In  memory of Sydney
Crown.

Regina Hazen, Jonathan & Seth Rosen-In
memory of father & grandfather Sylvan
Greenberger.

Elinor Saler-In  memory of father Morris
Kemp.

Claire Arrian-In memory of brother-in-law
Sylvan Greenberger, sister-in-law Ruth
Goldberg, & nephew Harold Goldberg.

Mark Sohmer-In memory of Sam Goldstein,
Meyer Saltzman, Jayne Dalis, & Frances
Sklarofsky; get well to Sydelle Diner’s brother
Everett, Izzy Seiden, Frances Sklarofsky,
Murray Lambert’s sister Gail, Zelda Hampton,
Rita Goldberg, & Sue Ann Blas’s father; yahrzeit
in memory of uncle Ralph Sohmer & mother
Sarah; in memory of grandmother Rose Dash.

Bea Frish-In honor of Jeanne & Alex Siegel’s
50th Anniversary and in honor of the window
dedication.

Sylvia Ostrov Kay-In memory of husband Is-
rael.

Rose Ratnoff-In memory of Meyer Saltzman,
Jayne Dalis, Sam Goldstein, & Frances
Sklarofsky; speedy recovery to Margaret
Connors.

Margot Leverett-In memory of Meyer
Saltzman.

Tom Muscatello-Get well wishes to Beth
Goldberg, Rita Goldberg, & Zelda Hampton; in
memory of Frances Sklarofsky & of Thomas
Ballinger’s father.

Elaine Brichta-In memory of Meyer Saltzman
& Sam Goldstein; in honor of Cynthia
Groopman’s receiving a citation for
volunteerism; speedy recovery to Florence
Melnick; happy birthday to Dana Botoroff &
Sophia Brichta.

Murray & Betty Rosenbaum-In memory of
parents William & Pauline Kirstein, Eli
Rosenbaum, Jean Rosenbaum Siegal, & sister
Marsha Spector.

Judy, Steve, Jill & Leah Markowitz-In
memory of Meyer Saltzman & Frances
Sklarofsky; in memory of Steve’s father George.

Edward & Roberta Berman-Yiskor for Rose
& Sally, Nathan & Leah Berman, yahrzeit in
memory of wife Sally.

Ena Fassler-In memory of husband Arthur.
Margot Leverett-In memory of Meyer

Saltzman.

Sylvia & Allan Steinberg-Shevuot yiskor for
loved ones.

Michael Braun-In memory of father Al, on
his yahrzeit.

Fred Mickel-Shevuot yiskor for loved ones.
Harold & Beverly Kaye-Shevuot yiskor for

loved ones.
Tom Muscatello, Bd. of Directors & Gover-

nors, Ladies Guild-In memory of Frances
Sklarofsky, Tom Ballinger’s father, Meyer
Saltzman, Sam Goldstein, & Rabbi Evan Radler
of the Hillcrest Jewish Center; get well  wishes
to Diane Giorgi.

Benjamin Levene-In memory of mother
Harriet.

Bea, Mitch & Sue Ann Blas-In memory of
husband & father Jack.

Susan Mickel-In memory of father Jack.
William Nagel-In memory of father Leo.
Zelda Hampton-In memory of father Isadore.
Mike Dreher-Get well to Roberta Saltzman’s

father Meyer, Florence Melnick, & Bob Bluh;
in memory of Fay Siegel; in honor of Cynthia
Groopman.

Gertrude & Sam Zimmerman-In memory of
brother Meyer.

Ann Marrero-In memory of grandmother
Rebecca Markowitz.

Andrea Pack-In memory of mother Dina S.
Pack.

Janet Albert-In memory of father Aaron
Edzant & sister Lottie Metz Dee.

Phylis Hochberg-Thanks to Tom Muscatello,
Joseph Capozzoli, Egon Brandel, Rita Goldberg,
the Blases, Mark Sohmer, Dr. Jay & Cynthia
Groopman, and everyone who sent speedy re-
covery wishes to her mother.

Sylvia Ostrov Kay-In memory of sister Frieda
Ostrov Kline.

Norman Kempin-In memory of mother
Jennie.

Alex & Jeanne Siegel, Rose & Izzy Seiden-
In memory of Meyer Saltzman.

Lotte Finnochiaro-Congratulations to Alex &
Jeanne Siegel on their 50th Anniversary; in
memory of Sam Goldstein, Meyer Saltzman, &
Frances Sklarofsky; good wishes to Arie.

Roberta Saltzman-In memory of father
Meyer.

Arthur Richman-Shevuot yiskor for loved
ones.

Sonia Eisenberg-In memory of father-in-law
Irving Eisenberg.

Dr. Robert Nussenblatt-In memory of mother
Rose.

Jean Simon-In memory of sister Bertha
Miron.

Rita Goldberg, Sylvia Steinberg, Juliette
Markowitz, Alex & Jeanne Siegel, Robert &
Phyllis Lovett, Roberta Wilson, Ruth
Blumenthal, Bill & Florence Melnick-In
memory of Frances Sklarofsky.

Charlotte Kramer-In memory of Hannah
Summers and husband Morris Kramer.

Funds (cont’d on back page)



Yahrzeit Anniversaries
The following names will be read from the pulpit immediately preceding

the kaddish at our sabbath services. The families of the dear departed ones
are invited to attend our services and participate in the kaddish prayer.

SEPT. AV

1 27 Sophie Klein
Mary L. Pollack
Mollie Young
Samuel O. Rosenblum
Harry Miller

2 28 Peretz Goodman
Richard Nathan Satin
Sarah Kupfer
Pauline Goldberg

3 29 Solomon Baer
David Shaffer
Eva L. Brecher
David Teplowitz

4 30 David Blumenfeld

ELUL
5 1 Rebecca Holland

Flora Schwartz
Celia Herr
Meyer Kaufman

6 2 Hulda Cohen
Max Bleich
Nat Reich
Abraham Groopman

7 3 Irving Gromet
Yanka Wohl

8 4 Meyer Weisberg
Dr. Harold Diner

10 6 Helen Altman
Morris Michaels

11 7 Louis Cohen
Philip Levy
Jerome I. Leicher
Molly Grecher

12 8 Albert Green
Dr. Isaac Dall
Albert Gl,ickman

13 9 Isidor Cooper
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They still live in the acts of goodness they performed and
in the hearts of those who cherish their memory.

On the yahrzeit of a loved one
it is appropriate to give charity.

Consider making a donation to one of our
Center Funds, on the previous page.

PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF
YOUR DEPARTED LOVED ONES

WITH A MEMORIAL PLAQUE
IN OUR SYNAGOGUE.

CALL 278-2680 FOR ALL DETAILS.

Ilka Diamond
Florence Smith
George Kupfer
William Hirshfield
Dr. George Miller

14 10 Joseph Brecher
15 11 Rose Himoff

Max Winkler
16 12 Fannie Birnbaum
17 13 Eugenia Frankel
18 14 Miriam Toplowitz

Marilyn Turk
Harry Diner

19 15 Shirley Vajda
Fred W. Wolff

20 16 Herman Cohen
Mel Reicher
Sylvai Levine

22 18 Samuel Hammer
Boris Levy
Nat Lehrman

23 19 Harry Epstein
Yetta Rose
Sally Meyers

24 20 Gussie Miller
25 21 Sidney Kant

Shirley Lehman
26 22 Joseph Blumberg

Leo Goldberg
Yetta Goldstein
William Seligman

27 23 Emanuel Friedlander
28 24 Nat J. Newman

Stanley Siegel
Dr. Max M. Lipsett
Augusta Gunsberg

29 25 Max Gross
Florence Halpern
Anna Kemp
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Funds (cont’d from p. 6)

Lila Rehns-In memory of niece Celia Gintel.
Richard & Maralynne Steiger & Chava Bat-

Esha-In memory of father Sol Steiger.
Abby Frank-In memory of mother & father

Rose & Henry Frank.
David & Fran Hirschel-In memory of

Josephine Dreher & Fay Siegel.
Alexander & Helga Strasser-In memory of

mother Elisabeth.
Zelda Hampton-To thank everyone for their

cards during her illness.
Arthur Raphael-In memory of father Israel.
Marsha Feinberg-In memory of father Sam

Simon.
CANTOR COHN FUND

Bea, Mitch, Sue Ann Blas-In memory of
Meyer Saltzman; get well wishes to Phylis
Hochberg’s mother Pauline.

Cantor George & Elaine Lindenblatt-In
memory of Sam Goldstein, Meyer Saltzman
Frances Sklarofsky, & Chanan Shiloh.

Abraham Amsilay-To thank Cantor, Chairman
of the Board, Vice President, members & guests
for sharing his birthday; to thank the Blas family
for the nice kiddush; speedy recovery to Florence
Melnick & Zelda Hampton; happy birthday to
Cynthia & Jay Groopman.
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Sydelle Diner-In memory of Meyer Saltzman.
EDUCATIONAL FUND

Blas Family, Iris & Leon Sussman-In memory
of Frances Sklarofsky.


