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Schedule of Services

MAKE SATURDAY CENTER MORNING
WORSHIP TOGETHER WITH YOUR FAMILY

Friday Night Service
Friday, December 2
  Candles............................................ 4:11 pm
  Kabbalat Shabbat Service............... 8:00 pm

Potluck Dinner starts at 6:30 pm
Sabbath Morning Service

Saturday, December 3
  Services............................................9:30 am

Tot Shabbat • 10:45-11:30 am
Weekly Portion: vayetze

  Sabbath ends................................... 5:14 pm
★★★

Friday, December 9
  Candles............................................ 4:10 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, December 10
  Services............................................9:30 am

Weekly Portion: vayishlach
Lunch & Learn, hosted by

Cynthia Groopman, follows services
  Sabbath ends................................... 5:13 pm

★★★

Friday, December 16
  Candles............................................ 4:11 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, December 17
  Services............................................9:30 am

Tot Shabbat • 10:45-11:30 am
Weekly Portion: vayeshev

  Sabbath ends....................................5:15 pm
★★★

Friday, December 23
Light 4th Chanukah candle

before Shabbat candles 
  Candles............................................ 4:14 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, December 24

Shabbat Chanukah
  Services............................................9:30 am

Weekly Portion: miketz
2 Torahs-Bench Rosh Chodesh  

  Sabbath ends................................... 5:18 pm
Light 5th Chanukah candle

after Shabbat ends
★★★

Friday, December 30
  Candles............................................ 4:19 pm

Sabbath Morning Service
Saturday, December 31
  Services............................................9:30 am

Weekly Portion: vayigash
  Sabbath ends....................................5:23 pm

The Center will host the kiddushim

May her memory be for a blessing.

In Memoriam
We mourn the passing

of our dear Center member

RUTH BRAUNSCHWEIG

We mark with sorrow the passing of Mrs. 
Ruth Braunschweig. Ruth, current matriarch of 
the family, and her late husband, Dr. I. Morton 
(Morty) Braunschweig, were the second of five 
generations that have been associated with ACI 
since its inception. 

The Braunschweig Family was a driving 
force in our creation and dedicated benefactors 
throughout our shared history. The plaque on the 
lobby’s south wall lists Morty’s brother Julius as 
our first recording secretary in 1926. Going back 
as far as 1921, meetings took place in the home 
of Morty’s parents, Jennie and Morris Braunsch-
weig, to determine how best to meet the needs of 
the area’s burgeoning Jewish population. Jennie 
was the driving force in creating an organization 
large enough to house a Hebrew School as well 
as provide social and cultural programs for these 
families. This evolved into the erection of our 
historic building, with Jennie as the  first presi-
dent of our Parent’s Association (later known as 
the Ladies Guild). In a 1927 tribute to the early 
founders, Jennie was referred to as its “Mother.”

This dedication and zeal for the Center was 
passed down to Ruth and Morty’s   generation—
as part of a group that socialized together and 
worked to better the synagogue and the commu-
nity. During the time that Morty was president 
of the ACI—1946 to 1948—the couple actively 
helped Rabbi Goldberg muster support for our 
brethren in Palestine and subsequently in Israel.  

Morty and later their son Ralph maintained a 
dental practice at 30-96 35th Street for 65 years. 
Even after moving out of the neighborhood, the 
Braunschweig Family has retained their affilia-
tion and participation in Center life through the 
years. It was only in the previous two years that 
Ruth had been unable to accompany Ralph and 
his family at our High Holy Day services. 

Sincere condolences to Ruth’s three children: 
Dr. Ralph J. Braunschweig & wife Faith, Judith 
Pastolove & husband Joel, and Marshall Braun-
schweig & wife Marion; six grandchildren: 
Matthew, Jacqueline & husband Chad, Michael 
& wife Sherri, Howard & wife Debbie, Dr. Ira 
& wife Kim, and Dr. Heidi; seven great-grand-
children; and the entire family.

   Her place is empty; she will be missed.
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Report from...

SPECIAL EVENTS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE
APPRECIATION ALLEY ACCOLADES TO:    
  Josie Freeman Dershowitz, as well as Sally Constain, Litza Stark, & Jane Wolov, for 
leading our popular twice-monthly Tot Shabbat sessions.
   Rabbi Pearl for his insightful talk on Judaism’s many blessings and channels for grati-
tude, in conjunction with Thanksgiving, at the November Lunch & Learn. And the Pearl 
Family for hosting a lovely lunch, capped by  delectable donations of a cheesecake by the 
Markowitzs and a cake by Sylvia Steinberg in honor of her 11/11/1l birthday. 
   Sydelle Diner, who with customary grace chaired a beautiful November concert in memory 
of Dorothy & Harry Horowitz, including a bountiful reception. Special thanks to Dr. Yeou 
Cheng Ma & Michael Dadap for sharing their musical virtuosity with us, and to Sydelle’s 
grandson, Dr. Daniel Leszkiewicz, for help with the invitations and programs.

Judy Markowitz & Judy Pearl
Events/Outreach Co-Chairs

Potluck Dinner & Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service: Friday, Dec. 2, 6:30/8:00 pm. 
Bring a dish, kosher-dairy or pareve, 
to tantalize our turkey-traumatized 
tastebuds.
Tot Shabbat twice monthly: Saturday, 
Dec. 3 & 17, 10:45-11:30 am. Songs, 
stories, kiddush snack for the adorable 
set.
Shabbat Youth Program: Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 10, 17 & onward, 9:30-11:30 am. 
Call the office, 718-278-2680, for info or 
to register.
Trinkets-to-Treasures Sale:
Saturday, Dec. 3, 6:00 pm: Pre-sale 
setup. We desperately need all hands on 
deck, so c’mon down. It’s fun and it’s 
for a great cause: ACI. Sunday, Dec. 4, 
11:00 am-3:00 pm. Don’t go away, we 
still need you—to work the tables and 
help pack up. Also to do your holiday 
shopping, and bring family & friends. 
Got any books, jewelry, collectibles, 
special treasures—in top condition—to 

donate for sale or for raffle prizes? Get 
them in ASAP! For large items, call the 
office to arrange for pickup.
Lunch & Learn: Saturday, Dec. 10, 
after services. Learn a bunch while you 
munch. Led by Rabbi Pearl, and hosted by 
Cynthia Groopman. Contact Judy M. or 
Judy P. if you’d like to host an upcoming 
L&L: Jan. 14, Feb. 11, & spring dates. 
Promoting Jewish learning by sponsoring 
a study session is a meaningful way to 
celebrate a joyous event or honor the 
memory of a loved one.
Annual Membership Meeting, 
Sunday, Dec. 18, 10:00 am. See p. 5.
Gala Chanukah Party, Sunday, Dec. 
25, 3:00 pm. It’s our annual funfesst 
featuring communal candlelighting 
(bring your menorah), dreidel games, 
Shabbat Kids’ play, latkes & applesauce 
with other goodies, and a ton of fun. 
Cost: members $10; non-members $12; 
kids 6-12 $5; kids 5 & under free.

December Highlights

We kindle the first candle on Dec. 20...

The Rabbi, Cantor, President, Officers and  Board Members
extend wishes for a happy and healthy Chanukah
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 FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN

We light the first candle of Chanukah on 
December 20, and the month of miracles 
is upon us. We celebrate the courage of 
the Maccabees in proclaiming our Jewish 
identity and preserving it for future 
generations—for us. They are the spiritual 
lights in our windows as we kindle the 
menorah for eight days.

We also mark the end of another 
successful calendar year at ACI. We 
thank the Rabbi, Cantor, officers, Board 
members, and all who have made 2011 
so memorable. Our list of programs and 
achievements is long, encompassing 
a Shabbat Youth Program, Lunch & 
Learns, baby namings and Tot Shabbats, 
conversions to our faith, welcoming new 
members, a ba’alot mitzvah of eight 
women, a communal seder, a vibrant 
autumn concert, and many seasonal events 
on the Jewish calendar.  

There was sadness, too, as the cycles 
of life brought the passings of beloved 
congregants Abraham Amsilay, Rose 
Seiden, Bea Tobias—and our co-president 
and my twin brother of blessed memory, 
Jay Groopman. May they be bound up in 
the bond of life. I deeply appreciate all 
whose helping hands have guided me, 
whose hearts have listened to me, during 
the past six months of my own grieving and 
healing. You have given me the motivation 
and inspiration to forge ahead.

I am delighted to announce that our Kol 
Nidre Appeal matching campaign—in 
memory of Jay—has raised a total of over 
$8,000 in donations for our Center. It is 
an honor to have been a part of this vital 
fundraising, and I sincerely thank each of 
you for your generosity.  

It has also been my honor to be your co-
president these six years. May our general 
membership meeting be productive, as we 
join hands in moving ACI forward.

Blessings,
Cynthia Groopman

 FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

What do Thanksgiving and Sukkot have in 
common?  Chanukah, of course! 

Many Jewish sources, including passages in 
the Talmud, attest to connections between Sukkot 
and Chanukah.  So what about Thanksgiving and 
Chanukah and Sukkot?  The connection revolves 
around two occurrences: the Maccabees delayed 
celebration of Sukkot once they redeemed and 
purified the Temple; and the Pilgrims’ celebration 
of Thanks, which stemmed from the holiday of 
Sukkot.   The Pilgrims’ deep familiarity with and 
reverence for the Bible led them to use a Bibli-
cal holiday of Thanks—Sukkot—as a model for 
celebration, which led to the American holiday of 
Thanksgiving.

But the connection between Thanksgiving and 
Chanukah goes deeper and is rife with guidance 
for our lives.

The author E. Scott O’Connor wrote of a young 
person asking of a very sad, lonely man, “What is 
life’s heaviest burden?” The man’s response: “To 
have nothing worthwhile to carry.”

I think of all the burdens that people have in 
life. And then I think of the differences in what 
people consider to be burdens.  I am amazed at 
some of the things I’ve heard that people consider 
burdens: children, teaching, thinking, leading, 
working, growth, standing up for what’s right, val-
ues, integrity, defending country, defeating evil. 

The writer and thinker C.S. Lewis spoke 
about what it means to defeat evil:   “Evil is al-
ways man’s doing, yet it is never his destiny. The 
power of choice makes evil possible, but it is also 
the only thing that makes possible any love, or 
goodness, or joy worth having.” Drawing on bibli-
cal wisdom, he emphasizes the intense power of 
choice.  Indeed, we each have a choice: Whether 
we look at those things listed above as bother-
some burdens and confront them with heaviness, 
weariness, resentment, and hostility. This choice 
is lightweight—it offers nothing of value, nothing 
worthwhile to carry. Or the other choice: we look 
at that list and declare that these things are truly 
a blessing. Perish the thought that they be a bur-
den—carrying these is a blessing to us. 

With the approach of Chanukah, I am— and I 
believe we should all be—so thankful to have the 
blessing of carrying such values and such wonders 
as these, and standing for them. The Maccabees 
fought for these—can we do less than carry the 
worthwhile burden of upholding these and keep-
ing the flame burning—brightly? We can surely do 
more—how could anyone do less?

May the light and meaning and example of 
Chanukah provide for us the guidance to make the 
right—even if difficult—choices; may Chanukah il-
luminate for us the distinctions between burden and 
blessing; may Chanukah grant us the wisdom to see 
and understand the astonishing and lasting poten-
tial in just one cruise of pure oil; may we be deeply 
proud of our land, our people, our heritage; may we 
be worthy descendants of what we have inherited 
and worthy progenitors of what is yet to come. 

Chag   urim   sameiach—Happy Festival of 
Lights—Happy Chanukah!

Rabbi Jonathan Pearl

POEM OF THE MONTH
 The menorah is ablaze
   with triumphant light,
PAY YOUR DUES
  to keep our treasury bright.



 The Bulletin	 Page Five

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Dear Members:

The annual meeting of the Center membership will be held
at the Center on Sunday, December 18, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:
1. Coffee and cake
2. Presentation of annual reports
3. Questions, comments and suggestions
4. Election of Officers and members of the Board of Trustees and Governors
5. Consideration of such other business as may legally be presented

Since a nominating committee was never formed and thus a slate was never compiled, 
the co-presidents have found it appropriate to call for self nominations from those who 
wish to run for one of the officer positions at ACI for 2012. If you would like your name 
to appear on the election ballot at the membership meeting on December 18, 2011, 
please submit your name, and the position for which you would like to run, in writing, 
to the co-presidents (jmsm219@hotmail.com and cynthia.groopman@verizon.net) by 
11:59 pm on Monday, December 5, 2011 for the one position for which you would like 
to run (President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer or Financial Secre-
tary). A mailing will then be sent out, 10 days prior to the membership meeting, listing 
the candidates for each position.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Board of Trustees, Three-Year Term, ending 2014

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
One-Year Term ending 2012

The following continuing members of the Board of Trustees are not due for election or 
re-election at this time:

Board of Trustees, Three-Year Term, ending 2012

Three-Year Term Ending 2013
Elaine Brichta		         Jonah Cohen		              Martha Michaels

Additional candidates for Governors or alternative candidates for Trustees may be 
placed in nomination by petition signed by ten members in good standing. Such peti-
tion must be filed with the Co-Presidents, in care of the Center office, at least six days 
prior to the date of elections. Only members in good standing who have been members 
for at least six months may be nominated.

Please join us to exercise your membership rights, and help guide ACI’s future.

Cynthia Groopman, Judith Markowitz,
Co-Presidents

Mitchell Blas
Dr. Robert E. Felsher

Cynthia Groopman
Phylis Hochberg

Andrea L. Pack

Cara Bernstein
David Bernstein
Eric Black
Dr. Ralph Braunschweig
Marco de Lellis
Lotte Finnochiaro

Jonathan Forgash
Davina Gelber
Noah Har-El
Dani Harel
Hanna Harel

Ronen Harel
Judith Markowitz
Susan Mickel
Rose Ratnoff
Dr. Ira Rothfeld

Sally Constain
Sydelle Diner
Steven Guralnick

Steven Markowitz
Alex Siegel

Mark Sohmer
Sylvia Steinberg



Yahrzeit Anniversaries
The following names will be read from the pulpit

immediately preceding the kaddish at our sabbath services.
The families of the dear departed ones

are invited to attend our services and participate in the kaddish prayer.

They still live in the acts of goodness they performed
and in the hearts of those who cherish their memory.

Dec.       Kislev
1	 5	 William Kolker
		  Rubin Sohmer
		  Herta Mendelson
2	 6	 Harry Fassler
		  Fannie Cooper
3	 7	 Rose Borscher
		  Sarah Goldstein
		  Frances Alterman
		  Jack Carrier
		  Paula Leichter
4	 8	 Dr. Barnet Ash
		  Milton Gunsberg
		  Sylvia elman
		  Sarah Goldenthal
5	 9	 George Kupersmidt
		  Bernard Susser
		  Phillip S. Pett
		  Elizabeth Braun
		  Bernice Wohl
6	 10	 Morris Gunsberg
7	 11	 Dr. Guenther Winkler
		  Benjamin Wax
		  Lillie Levey Hogan
8	 12	 Samuel Hyams
		  Jennie Ross
		  Gabriel Telem
		  Anna G. Rosenblum
		  Murray Arrian
		  Bebe Aron Kline
9	 13	 Sophia Sue Pasterlnick
10	 14	 Max Brecher
		  Bernard Klein
		  Leo Eppsteiner
		  Dinah Cohen
11	 15	 Isadore Block
		  Julian Walter Fondiller
		  Sarah Leah Shraberg
		  Dr. William Telsey
		  Hyman Hoffman
13	 17	 Joseph Haupttman
14	 18	 Rebecca Mishler

15	 19	 Herman Horowitz
		  Ethel Kaplan
		  Esther Eisenberg
		  Minnie Nadel
16	 20	 Joseph Heller
`		  Dr. Joseph Mitchell
17	 21	 Max Gold
		  Rosalind Lederer
18	 22	 Samuel Ostrov
		  Herbert E. Geisenberg
19	 23	 Mamie Amster
		  Morris Klein
		  Theodore Grunwald
20	 24	 Basha Kupfer
		  Joseph Kamlet
21	 25	 Rose Blumenfeld
		  Dr. Ludwig H. Mendelson
		  Henrietta Leinwol
22	 26	 Ida Greenberger
		  Anna Berkman
23	 27	 Dora Suntheimer
		  Dr. Jacob Telsey
		  Emma Cohn
		  Irving Ostrov
		  Jacob Yakov Cohen
24	 28	 Celia Lambert
25	 29	 Sylvia Robbins
	 Tevet	
27	 1	 William Schumacher
28	 2	 Louis Fondiller
		  Harriet Levine
29	 3	 Joseph Baer
		  Rachel Smith
		  Dr. I. Morton Braunschwieg
		  Arthur William Young
		  Samuel Rosenzweig
30	 4	 Rebecca Jacovsky
		  Dr. Harold Fruchter
31	 5	 Joseph Pritz
		  Anne Sager
		  Eugene Wigod
		  Ruth Nathan Anderson

On the yahrzeit of a loved one
it is appropriate to give charity.
Consider making a donation to

one of our Center Funds
on the next page.

PERPETUATE THE MEMORY
OF YOUR DEPARTED LOVED ONES

WITH A MEMORIAL PLAQUE
IN OUR SYNAGOGUE.

CALL 278-2680 FOR ALL DETAILS.
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STAY CONNECTED & CURRENT WITH ACI ONLINE!
Visit our website at www.astoriacenter.org; join our e-mailing list;

become a fan on Facebook (facebook.com/astoriashul) & add us as a friend;
and follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/yourastoriashul)



OUR CENTER FUNDS
We are grateful to our friends for their contributions to our...

Center Fund
Estelle Reiff-Yiskor in memory of husband 

Benjamin Reiff.
Lenny & Beryl Rosendorf-Yom Kippur & Sh-

emini Atzeret yiskor for parents Gussie & Joseph 
Kamlet, Minnie & Meyer “Sheely” Rosendorf.

Ed & Sally Constain-In memory of loved ones.
Mark Sohmer-Shemini Atzeret yiskor in mem-

ory of parents Hyman & Sarah Sohmer and loved 
ones; in memory of Hyman Sohmer, Beatrice To-
bias, & Dana Botoroff’s mother Yvonne; to thank 
the Pearl Family for their hospitality; get well to 
Roberta Saltzman; congratulations to Jill Markow-
itz on being accepted to Teach for America.

Martha Michaels-Yom Kippur & Shemini 
Atzeret yiskor for loved ones; get well to Jonah 
Cohen; in honor of the birth of Bess & Joseph 
Eliav’s granddaughter Hadley Sophia.

Sylvia Steinberg-Happy birthday to Murray 
Lambert.

Murray Lambert-Yisdor in memory of mother 
Celia Lambert; happy birthday to Sylvia Steinberg.

Elinor Saler-In memory of Beatrice Tobias.
Susan Mickel-Yahrzeit in memory of grandfa-

ther Hyman Mickel.
Fred Haghighi-In thanks for a beautiful Yom 

Kippur service. 
Edward Levine-Yiskor for Sylvia, Nathan & 

Howard Levine.
Jerry & Janice Spencer-Get well to Robert 

Saltzman.
Marilyn Moss-In memory of mother Helen 

Moss.
Betty Rosenbaum-In memory of husband Mur-

ray Rosenbaum and parents William & Pauline 
Kristein.

 Dr. Ira D. Rothfeld-In memory of mother Freda 
Rothfeld.

Andrea Pack-In memory of Beatrice Tobias & 
Ruth Braunschweig; in honor of the birth of Mr. 
& Mrs. Michael Eliav’s daughter Hadley Sophia, 
granddaughter of Bess & Joseph Eliav.

Phyllis Hanlon-In memory of father Theodore 
M. Weiss.

Rose Ratnoff & Kaplan Family-In memory of 
husband and father Morty Ratnoff.

Alex & Jeanne Siegel-Yiskor for loved ones.
Ruth Blumenthal-Get well to Jonah Cohen.
Cheryl Kay-In memory of father Arnold Kay.
Rabbi & Judy Pearl & Family, Nathan Schmuk-

ler, Beatrice Frish-In memory of Dr. Jacob Groop-
man.

Philippe L. Frelund, Heather Dumont, Adele 
Charlotte Ruth-In honor of Rosh Hashanah.

Karen & Steve Irwin, Sydelle Diner-In memory 
of Ruth Braunschweig.

Cynthia Groopman-In memory of Edith Groop-
man.

Anabelle Nemser-In memory of brothers Julian, 
Myron, George & Harry Fondiller.

Phylis Hochberg-In memory of parents Walter 
& Pauline Hochberg and brother Harold.

Robert & Brenda Hamby-In memory of moth-
ers Beatrice Hamby & Ruth Radish.

Susan Cohn-In memory of Dorothy Horowitz.

 The Bulletin	 Page Seven

FAMILY NEWS
Birth Blvd.
  Mazel tov to Michael & Stacey Eliav on the birth 
of daughter Hadley Sophia, granddaughter of Bess 
& Joseph Eliav. She is named in loving memory of 
her great-grandmother Harriet Kupfer & her great-
grandfather. May she be a source of joy.  
Kudos Corner
  Congrats to Jill Markowitz, daughter of Steve & 
Judy, on being accepted to Teach for America.

Bill, Nicole, Robby & Gregory Constain-In 
honor of Sally Constain’s birthday.

Edith Kaufman-In memory of husband George 
Fondiller and brothers Myron & Julian Fondiller.

Judy & Steve Markowitz-To thank the Pearl 
Family for the Lunch & Learn; in honor of daugh-
ter Jill’s being accepted to Teach for America.

Irene Stern-In memory of husband Robert Stern.
Alona Shevach-In memory of father Jacob 

Gafter, mother Sara Alenberg, brother Reuven 
Gafter.
Cantor Cohn Fund

Mitch & Sue Ann Blas-In memory of Ruth 
Braunschweig.

Susan Cohn-In memory of loved ones.
Andrea Pack-In honor of Cantor George Lin-

denblatt & choirmaster Steve Meyer & the ACI 
Choir on their splendid interpretation and render-
ing of our traditional liturgical music at the High 
Holy Days.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Cynthia Groopman-Happy birthday to Mark 
Sohmer & Rabbi Pearl.

Susan Mickel-To thank the Pearl Family for 
their hospitality.
Simchat Torah Fund

Susan Mickel-To thank Mark Sohmer for all he 
does, and Steve & Judy Markowitz for their hospi-
tality; congratulations to Zahava Alter & Abraham 
Lipton on their engagement.
Choir Fund

Susan Cohn
Kol Nidre Appeal Matching Fund

Bouquets to Cynthia Groopman who matched 
all donations. We thank the following donors for a 
highly successful campaign.
Sylvia Steinberg
Jessica Eliav
Bruce Newman
Lenny & Beryl
  Rosendorf
Phylis Hochberg 
Ed & Sally Constain
Davina Gelber
Manuel Gelber
Jennifer Ronacher
Mark Sohmer
Roberta Saltzman
Susan Mickel
Martha Michaels
Lea Singer
Allen Steinberg

Mitch & Sue Ann Blas
Ed Levine
Judy & Steve
  Markowitz
Harold Fink
Steve Guralnick
Eric Black
Cheryl Kay
Murray Lambert
Nathan Schmukler
Rabbi & Judy Pearl
Susan Cohn
Beatrice Frish
Ceil Chiprut
Hanna Reich 
Ira Greenberg 
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